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sixteenth century. What of Austria and
the German empire ? Would central Europe
return to its Roman allegiance, or ""Become
altogether Protestant ? That question was
answered by the Thirty Years' War and the
Peace of Westphalia.

" Unreformed and disorganized/5 the gov-
ernment of which Paul III. was the last
representative had been shattered as by an
earthquake. But the Catholic Church re-
mained. Gathering her resources, first in the
Jesuit Order, then in the Council of Trent,
and putting them into the hands of a reno-
vated Papacy, she went forward in the New
and the Old World undauntedly. The Coun-
cil, divided into three periods (1545-47;
1551-52; 1562-64), " showed the Church as
a living institution, capable of work and
achievement; it strengthened the confidence
both of her members and herself ; and it was
a powerful factor in heightening her efficiency
as a competitor with Protestantism, and in
restoring and reinforcing her imperilled unity/5
Such is the judgment of a modern historian,
not a Catholic. Trent undid the effects of
Constance and Basle by its entire submission
to guidance from the Vatican. Its theo-
logical decisions were shaped in large measure